Dr. Cheung Innovation Center is Site of Aruba-Harvard Workshop on Sustainable Energy and Development:   Seven Harvard Professors to Participate with Aruban Experts, TU Delft Professors and TNO

(Oranjestad, Aruba)  On January 16 and 17, the Government of Aruba will host a unique “Aruba-Harvard Workshop on Sustainable Energy and Development “with the participation of seven leading professors from Harvard University in the fields of business, science, engineering, ecology and public policy to examine in both broad and narrow terms the status of Aruba’s efforts on sustainable energy, the challenges and the plans for the future.  
The goal of the Aruba-Harvard Workshop is to explore creative solutions and approaches not only for Aruba but for the region as a whole and to further establish Aruba’s reputation as a premier center in Latin America and the Caribbean for the study of complex scientific and public policy issues.
As Prime Minister Eman stated, “The interest in Aruba by the Harvard Center for the Environment and by such a distinguished delegation of Professors from Harvard is gratifying and provides further recognition of Aruba’s growing reputation as a premier site in the Caribbean and Latin America for the study of challenging issues. The Workshop is a logical outgrowth of, and complement to, our Renewable Energy Institute and our Annual Green Energy Conference and will provide a smaller, more informal setting for the examination of these important topics. Aruba is proud to continue its rise as a leader in the region in exploring difficult challenges in the area of the environment, sustainability and renewable energy.”

The impressive Harvard delegation will be joined by counterparts from Aruba, including local Aruban experts and those advisers assisting Aruba, including TNO as well as distinguished professors from TU Delft. 

The idea for the Aruba-Harvard Workshop developed out of a meeting at Harvard University between Prime Minister Mike Eman and Professor Daniel P. Schrag, Director of the Harvard University Center for the Environment. Schrag also serves on President Barack Obama’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology. Schrag, one of the world’s leading climate change experts, was extremely interested in Aruba and what it is doing in the area of sustainability and renewable energy.  

According to Prime Minister Eman, “I was very impressed with Professor Schrag’s depth of knowledge not only on climate change, but on island nations generally and the challenges they face in the decades ahead.  We are honored to have him and his distinguished colleagues visit Aruba and share their knowledge.  We also are proud to be able to share what Aruba is doing and how Aruba is contributing to the region as a knowledge center for renewable energy and sustainability.”
In addition to Schrag, the following Harvard professors also will participate in the workshop:  George Baker, a Professor of Business Administration currently on leave from the Harvard Business School and a leader on energy storage issues; Michael J. Aziz, a Professor of Materials and Technologies at the Harvard School of Engineering and Applied Sciences with expertise in making solar photovoltaic materials more efficient; Peter Huybers, a Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences with expertise in climate science and the Caribbean; Jonathan B. Losos, a Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology and an leading ecologist with special focus on biodiversity and the measurement of environmental degradation by studying how various species react to environmental stress; David Keith, a Professor Applied Physics at the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences and also a Professor of Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School, and Henry Lee, a Senior Lecturer in Public Policy at the Kennedy School and the Director of the Environment and Natural Resources Program with particular expertise in sustainable transportation.
Joining the Harvard professors will be the Ministers from the Government of Aruba as well as Aruban experts, commentators and advisers, including:  Jan H.J. Ebbing of TNO, Dr. Ryan Peterson of the University of Aruba, and Professor Jan van der Tempel, of TU Delft and an expert in wind energy issues.
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